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Read this… (easier for you than for machines) 

Earth Day Blog Post: Tax Policy and the Environment 

by Gerald Prante 

Environmental issues have become even more front and center in recent years, and tax policy 

is in the middle of it all. Any introductory economics student will learn about a concept called 

externalities, whereby a market transaction between two parties (buyer and sellers) has some 

spillover effect on a third party that the buyer and seller are not concerned with. Externalities 

can be either positive or negative. The classic example of a negative externality is pollution. 

The buyer of steel has no incentive to reduce the pollution of the steel mill that goes into the 

air, while the steel mill owner…    http://www.taxfoundation.org/blog/show/23138.html  

About Earth Day Network 

Earth Day Network was founded on the premise that all people, regardless of race, gender, 

income, or geography, have a moral right to a healthy, sustainable environment. Our 

mission is to broaden and diversify the environmental movement worldwide, and to mobilize 

it as the most effective vehicle for promoting a healthy, sustainable environment. We pursue 

our mission through a combination of education, public policy, and activism campaigns. 

Earth Day Network has a global reach with more than 20,000 partners and organizations in 

190 countries. More than 1 billion people participate in Earth Day activities, making it the 

largest secular civic event in the world. 

http://www.earthday.net/about  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_day  

April 22nd  
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Structured sections by type of content 

• Google 
• Google squared 
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http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


Parsing site structure in breadcrumbs 

• Google 
• Google squared 
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http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


Extending visibility of your content 
via relationship structures 

• Google 
• Google squared 
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http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


User access to subject 
relationships (disambiguation) 

• Google 
• Google squared 
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http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


• Google 
• Google squared 
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Exploratory behavior, leading 
people to your subject focus 
(be specific about your subjects) 

 
 
Geographic referencing 
(mark up your location) 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


• Google 
• Google squared 
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Time 
orientation 
(from your 
structured data) 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


Exposing descriptions, not just snippets • Google 
• Google squared 
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http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


• Google 
• Google squared 
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Multi-lingual, automatically 
(so if you already have multi-lingual 
content, support subject markup too) 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/squared


• OpenGraph 
• Topic pages 

• And 
• A little bit of 

everything 
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Facebook 
OpenGraph > RDF 

Everything’s a topic now 

http://developers.facebook.com/docs/opengraph
http://www.facebook.com/pages/And/10150153988765438
http://www.facebook.com/pages/A-Little-Bit-of-Everything/113683898648991
http://www.facebook.com/pages/A-Little-Bit-of-Everything/113683898648991
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Semantic Web models are different 

Predicate 

Naming the lines makes the difference 

 

 

“RDF” (Resource Description Framework) Triple 

Subject Object 
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Known relationships 

Person 

Person 

Org 

Person 

Conference 
Book 

Article 

Is author of…  

Founded…  

Chaired…  

Published by… 

Joined… 

Collaborates with…  

Spoke at…  

Is author of…  

Is author of…  

Sponsored…  

Sold at…  

Belongs to…  Studied…  

Plays… 

Psych 

Sports 

• NY Times 
• Topics 
• Data 

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://topics.nytimes.com/
http://data.nytimes.com/
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Search results 
 
 
 
 

& 
content  

presentation 

 Faceted filtering 

 Blended search & browse 

 Mobile search 

 

 Content capabilities & relationships 

• Smithsonian 
(query) based on 
Solr 

• Parallax browser 
(path-centered) 

• mSpace 
(relating) 

• Footnote 
• BoomStep 

• Flu 
• Whisky 
• Pasta 

Copyright © D. Degler, Design for Context. 9.28.2010 

http://siris-collections.si.edu/search/
http://lucene.apache.org/solr/
http://www.freebase.com/labs/parallax/
http://mspace.fm/
http://www.footnote.com/
http://www.boomstep.com/


But… oh the markup… <sigh> 
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<div 

xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1./" 

xmlns:v="http://rdf.data-vocabulary.org" 

typeof="v:Person"  about = 

"http://www.urban.org/ElaineMaag" > 

 

<div><img property="v:photo" alt="Elaine 

Maag" align="left" width="60px" 

src="/images/emaag09.jpg" /> 

 

<p>Research Associate <br><a 

property="v:affiliation" content=  

"Income and Benefits Policy Center " 

href="http://ibp.urban.org">Income and 

Benefits Policy Center</a></p> 
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You’re not alone 
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• GoodRelations 
• OpenPublish / 

Phase2 
• Drupal RDF 
• Zemanta 
• Ontos 

http://www.ebusiness-unibw.org/tools/goodrelations-annotator/
http://openpublish.opensourceopenminds.com/
http://calais.phase2technology.com/
http://semantic-drupal.com/
http://www.zemanta.com/
http://www.ontos.com/o_eng/index.php?cs=2-2
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